
South America

Indicator
Year / 

Period
1990 1995 /

1990-1995
2000 /

1995-2000
2005 /

2000-2005
2010 / 

2005-2010

International migrantsa

Total (thousands)   4 240   4 164   4 145   4 210  4 554 

Males (thousands)   2 122   2 065   2 048   2 080  2 254 

Females (thousands)   2 118   2 099   2 096   2 129  2 300 

Percentage of female migrants  50. 0  50. 4  50. 6  50. 6 50. 5 

Percentage of total migrant stock  2. 7  2. 5  2. 3  2. 2 2. 1 

Migrants as a percentage of the total population 1.4 1.3 1.2  1. 1 1. 2 

Annual rate of change                 -0. 4                 -0. 1  0. 3 1. 6 

Annual rate of change excluding refugees                 -0. 3                 -0. 0  0. 3                 -0. 6

Net migration of foreign born (thousands)    33    83    166   445 

Refugeesb

Total (thousands)    29    17    8    18   491 

Percentage of international migrants  0. 7  0. 4  0. 2  0. 4 10. 8 

Percentage of total refugee population  0. 2  0. 1  0. 0  0. 1 3. 0 

Annual rate of change                 -9. 9               -16. 2  17. 1 65. 8 

Remittancesc  (US dollars)

Total (millions)   1 248   5 469   5 847   12 276  16 800 

Percentage of gross domestic product  0. 2  0. 4  0. 4  0. 8 0. 7 

Population
Total (thousands)   295 562   321 621   347 407   371 658  393 221 

Males (thousands)   146 918   159 586   172 122   183 897  194 320 

Females (thousands)   148 644   162 036   175 285   187 761  198 901 

Annual rate of change per 1,000 population  16. 9  15. 4  13. 5 11. 3 

Annual rate of natural increase per 1,000 population  17. 4  16. 0  14. 4 12. 0 

Total net migration (thousands - annual average)             -146. 6             -210. 2             -315. 6             -290. 6

Annual net migration rate per 1,000 population                 -0. 5                 -0. 7                 -0. 9                 -0. 8

Percentage of total population  5. 6  5. 6  5. 7 5. 7 

Projected population in 2050 (UN medium variant)
Total population  (thousands)    482 850  490 983 

a Estimate based on a combination of foreign-born persons and foreign citizens.
b Estimates prepared by the United Nations Population Division based on data supplied by the United Nations High Commisioner for Refugees.
c Based on data compiled by the World Bank. Data reported under 2010 refer to 2007.

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs/Population Division
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