
Malaysia

Indicator
Year / 

Period
1990 1995 /

1990-1995
2000 /

1995-2000
2005 /

2000-2005
2010 / 

2005-2010

International migrantsa

Total (thousands)   1 014   1 193   1 554   2 029  2 358 

Males (thousands)    561    661    858   1 116  1 292 

Females (thousands)    453    532    696    913  1 065 

Percentage of female migrants  44. 7  44. 6  44. 8  45. 0 45. 2 

Percentage of total migrant stock  0. 7  0. 7  0. 9  1. 0 1. 1 

Migrants as a percentage of the total population 5.6 5.8 6.7  7. 9 8. 4 

Annual rate of change  3. 2  5. 3  5. 3 3. 0 

Annual rate of change excluding refugees  4. 4  4. 7  5. 7 3. 0 

Net migration of foreign born (thousands)    198    382    502   363 

Refugeesb

Total (thousands)    63    5    51    29   35 

Percentage of international migrants  6. 2  0. 4  3. 3  1. 4 1. 5 

Percentage of total refugee population  0. 3  0. 0  0. 3  0. 2 0. 2 

Annual rate of change               -49. 4  45. 1               -10. 9 3. 6 

Remittancesc  (US dollars)

Total (millions)    325    716    981   1 281  1 803 

Percentage of gross domestic product  0. 7  0. 8  1. 0  0. 9 1. 0 

Population
Total (thousands)   18 103   20 594   23 274   25 633  27 914 

Males (thousands)   9 185   10 462   11 836   13 026  14 170 

Females (thousands)   8 919   10 132   11 437   12 607  13 744 

Annual rate of change per 1,000 population  25. 8  24. 5  19. 3 17. 0 

Annual rate of natural increase per 1,000 population  22. 8  19. 9  18. 1 16. 1 

Total net migration (thousands - annual average)  57. 4  99. 6  30. 0 26. 0 

Annual net migration rate per 1,000 population  3. 2  4. 8  1. 3 1. 0 

Percentage of total population  0. 3  0. 4  0. 4 0. 4 

Projected population in 2050 (UN medium variant)
Total population  (thousands)    39 664  38 925 

a Estimated number of foreign-born persons.
b Estimates prepared by the United Nations Population Division based on data supplied by the United Nations High Commisioner for Refugees.
c Based on data compiled by the World Bank. Data reported under 2010 refer to 2007.

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs/Population Division
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