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Roundtable Meeting of Experts on
Sustainable Consumption and Production
IN the arab region
Al-Ain, United Arab Emirates, 17-19 March 2008

The main objectives of the meeting are:

· Identify key regional priorities on sustainable consumption and production that will contribute to develop a regional action plan on SCP 
· Present on going initiatives on SCP in the region 
· Contribute to the Marrakech Process providing regional feedback on the elaboration of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on SCP and
· Building more cooperation between the region and the Marrakech Task Forces, and other stakeholders such as development agencies, business and NGOs
Agenda for the Roundtable Meeting:

DAY ONE
08:30 ~ 09:00 Registration

09:00 ~ 10:30 Opening Ceremony Remarks:

H.E.Dr. Rashed Ahmed bin Fahd, Minister of Water and Environment, United Arab Emirates
Mrs. Fatima El-Mallah, League of Arab States (LAS)
Dr. Anhar Hegazi, UN Economic, Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
Ms. Chantal Line Carpentier, UN Department of Economic & Social Affairs (DESA)

Dr. Habib Elhabr, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Keynote speech (Building a 10 Year Framework of Programmes on SCP responding to regional needs) Dr. Arab Hoballah, UNEP-DTIE
10:30 ~ 11:00 Coffee Break

11:00 ~ 12:00 Session One: Plenary: Global and Regional Overview of the Marrakech Process – (Moderator: LAS)
· The Marrakech Process: a global overview, by Ms. Adriana Zacarias Farah, UNEP-DTIE 
· Objectives for Regional Consultations on SCP, by Ms. Chantal Line Carpentier, UN DESA 

· The Role Marrakech Task Forces by a Task Force, by Mr. Ulf Jaeckel, German Ministry of Environment,
· Role of Development Agencies in Supporting SCP, Dr. Azza Morssy, UNIDO
· Role of Non Governmental Organisations in Supporting SCP, Dr. Imad Adly
12:00 ~ 13:00 Session Two: Plenary: SCP in the Arab Region: stakes, opportunities and challenges – (Moderator: ESCWA)
· Sustainable Consumption Trends and Challenges in the Arab Region, Ms. Hanan El Hadary – Director NCPC in Egypt and Expert of LAS.
· Clean Production Achievements, Challenges and Opportunities in West Asia, by UNEP/ROWA  

13:00 ~ 14:00 Lunch

14:00 ~ 15.00:  Session Two (continued): SCP and Cleaner Production – national strategies and experiences in the region (Moderator: ESCWA)
· Presentations on national strategies and experiences on both SCP and CP from six countries – Lebanon, Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Syria and Jordan
· Discussion to draw out lessons and regional priorities 

15:00 - 15:15 Coffee Break
15:15 - 16:30 Session Three: Working Groups: Parallel Working Groups – (Moderator: UNEP-DTIE)
In this session, in addition to issues raised in earlier Sessions 1 and 2, there will be further analysis and discussions on the main objectives and identifying gaps and opportunities. The Participants will be divided into four Working Group that will consist of policy makers and researchers with expertise in the corresponding areas. The Working Groups will discuss the following topics:

· Working Group I: Business and Industry Partnership on SCP (Facilitator: Dr. Basel Al-Yousfi, UNEP-ROWA)
· Working Group II: Role of government in promoting SCP (Facilitators: Ms. Eveline Venanzoni, Co-ordinator of Marrakech Task force on Sustainable Procurement and Mr. Farid Yaker, expert on Sustainable Public Procurement)
· Working Group III: Education and sustainable lifestyles and the Role of Youth Exchange, NGOs and Other Stakeholders in Promoting SCP in the Region (Facilitator: Dr. Imad Adly)
DAY TWO
09:00 ~ 10:30 Session Four: Report from the Working Groups and Conclusions from Day One – (Moderator: UNEP-ROWA)
The Working Groups will present their outcomes for discussion.  This session will also review key findings and conclusions and from the other sessions on Day One.
10:30 ~ 11:00 Coffee Break

11:00 ~ 12:30 Session Five: SCP Issues and Challenges in the Arab Region – (Moderator: UNEP-ROWA)
· SCP within the framework of ESCWA’s Sustainable Development Programs; Anhar Hegazi, ESCWA
· Promoting Sustainable Energy Consumption and Production in the Arab Region, Nazar M. Hassan, ESCWA 
· Sustainable Water Resources Management in West Asia – Tarek Sadek, ESCWA
12:30 ~ 14:00 Lunch

14:00 ~ 15:45 Session Six: Working Groups: SCP and Industrial Development focusing on Energy, Water, And Waste Management – (Moderator: ESCWA)
Three Working Groups Focusing on:

1. Energy efficiency and climate change mitigation
2. Sustainable management of water resources
3. Sustainable waste management
The objective of these groups will be to share best practices and the SCP benefits, and the same time identify what are the key priorities or needs in the region to speed up and/or scale up the successful initiatives on SCP. Each group will review the key challenges (at national and regional levels), the actors who will have to address them, and the national policies and strategies, private sector actions, and partnerships (including public-private) required to address these challenges.  Each group should develop recommendations for some joint activities by the identified stakeholders to advance sustainable resource management and SCP in these sectors.  
15:45 ~ 16:00 Coffee Break
16:00 ~ 17:00 Session Six (continued): Reporting from the Working Groups and Closing – (Moderator: UNDESA)
The Working Groups will present their findings including proposals for joint activities for feedback from the plenary.  The following discussion should provide recommendations to inform the presentation of the 10 YFP (session 7), the working groups identifying elements of the 10 YFP (session 8) and the plenary developing a regional action plan (session 9) on Day Three.
DAY THREE
09:00 ~ 10:00 Session Seven: Plenary Session: Presentations of the 10YFP

By UNDESA and UNEP – (Moderator: ESCWA) 

· Presentation of the draft outline of the 10 YFP, by UNEP and UNDESA 
· Review of possible elements of particular importance to the Arab Region  
10:00 ~ 12:00 Session Eight: Working Groups: Elements of the 10YFP – (Moderator: UNEP/ ROWA) 

4 Groups will focus on the key elements that the region would like to be reflected in the 10YFP. Identifying what type of technical, financial and institutional assistance needed, as well as cooperation among stakeholders, to design and apply policies and actions promoting SCP for:

· energy efficiency and climate change;

· sustainable water resource management;

· integrated waste management; and

· one other sector or cross-sectoral priority (e.g. financing for the switch to SCP, corporate social responsibility and SCP etc.) to be selected.

11:00 ~ 11:15 Coffee Break
12:00 ~ 13:00 Reporting of Working Groups (Moderator: UNEP-DTIE, UNDESA)
The Working Groups will present their discussions and proposals for elements of the 10 YFP, followed by a discussion which consolidates recommendations from region on the 10YFP.

13:00 ~ 14:30 Lunch

14:30 ~ 16:00 Session Nine: Plenary Session: Developing Regional Action Plan (Moderator: LAS)
Open forum to develop the outline of a regional action plan based on outputs of sessions 6, 7 and 8.  This should define collaborative activities to be launched over the next twelve months, as well as a timeframe for completing and launching the Regional Action Plan.  This should both inform and be supported by the Marrakech Process, and ultimately be supported by the 10 YFP once it is finalised.

16:00 ~ 16:30 Closing & End of Roundtable Meeting
· LAS

· ESCWA

· UNDESA

· UNEP

· FEA of UAE[image: image6.png]
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