
    

 

 
MESSAGE TO APWF 

 
 

EASAN DECLARATION 
 

BEPPU CITY, Japan, 02 December 2007 
 
 

Ministers and leaders from 15 East Asian countries gathered for two days of talks about 
SANITATION and HYGIENE in the region. 
 
Almost half the population of East Asia lacks access to adequate sanitation, such as pit latrines with 
slabs or composting toilets. This harsh reality – affecting almost 800 million people – has spawned 
disease and deprivation on a massive scale, reinforced a vicious cycle of poverty among the 
marginalized, and widened disparities between urban and rural, rich and poor households.  
 
The East Asia Ministerial Conference on Sanitation and Hygiene is the highest-level gathering of its 
kind ever to be held in this region.  One hundred and thirty-five delegates attended, including 
ministers of health and water and senior government officials. The focus was on nine countries: 
China, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Mongolia, Timor-Leste, the Philippines and Viet 
Nam. In addition, representatives from Brunei Darussalam, Japan, Malaysia, Republic of Korea, 
Singapore and Thailand attended. 
 
The EASAN declaration: 

 Identifies sanitation and hygiene as primary requirements for poverty reduction and 
economic growth; 

 Recognizes that levels of investment and political attention are not commensurate 
with the scale of the challenge; and  

 Commits the EASAN countries to strive for UNIVERSAL SANITATION going far beyond 
the MDG targets. 

 
 
 
The EASAN Declaration specifically calls on the Asia Pacific Water Forum 
(APWF), to recognize EASAN 2007 and its follow-up as an integral part of 
the APWF process, to recognize the Declaration and to provide practical 
support in operationalising these commitments 
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	Main Text: 1. We, the heads of national delegations attending the first East Asia Ministerial Conference on Sanitation and Hygiene (EASAN 2007) held in the city of Beppu on 30th of November and 1st of December in this year 2007 which precedes the UN International Year of Sanitation 2008: 
 
i. Recognizing that sustainable access to sanitation is one of the targets stated in the Millennium Declaration and that many governments have set their own targets for both sanitation and hygiene
 
ii. And further recognizing that sanitation, in combination with the means of practising hygienic behaviours, is fundamental to the achievement of many other Millennium Development Goals which our governments have committed to, defining sanitation as the safe collection, transport, treatment or re-use of human waste along with a healthy living environment including the management of domestic solid waste and sullage, and defining hygiene as clean and healthy behaviours 
 
iii. And further recognizing that our governments are signatories to the UN General Assembly Resolution number A/RES61/192 which calls for the implementation of the Hashimoto Action Plan including the formation of regional fora to address inter alia the challenges of sanitation and hygiene
 
iv. And further recognizing that the governments of Southeast and East Asian countries approved the Charter of the Regional Forum on Environment and Health in August 2007 in Bangkok, Thailand and the work plans of six regional Thematic Working Groups, including the one on water supply, hygiene and sanitation
 
v. Acknowledging that access to basic sanitation and safe water supply and the practice of hygienic behaviours are all necessary for the health and well being of the population and are necessary for people to live in dignity and safety
 
vi. Noting that the burden of disease and death and associated economic costs in East Asia which arise from the  lack of such access is heavy and is not matched by commensurate investment in sanitation, and hygiene promotion which would, in addition to direct health benefits, have significant economic benefits 
 
vii. Understanding that national and local governments have a crucial role to play in setting policy and steering public investments to promote a rapid up-scaling of progress in access to sanitation and the means of practising hygienic behaviours while recognising the equally important role of other actors including the private sector and civil society
 
viii. and further understanding that  the role of households and individuals and particularly women and children are crucial in the realization of effective and sustainable programs for sanitation and hygiene improvement
 
ix. and further understanding that effective programs of sanitation and hygiene promotion require the cooperation and coordination of efforts in many ministries including but not limited to those responsible for health, water resources, education and planning
 
x. and further understanding that there is a growing scarcity of safe water in the region and a linked and urgent need to protect and conserve sources of clean water from both overuse and pollution
 
xi. Recognizing the depth and value of our mutual experience and knowledge, the availability of positive examples within our region and our potential to act together to improve  access to sanitation and the means of practising hygienic behaviours
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Dated: 1st of December 2007
	Page 2 text: 2. Do hereby commit to
 
i. Take the necessary steps in relevant Ministries of our governments at national and local level to achieve or exceed the MDG target for sanitation in our respective countries and to encourage the private sector to take similar steps as appropriate
 
ii. Improve  the level of investment in sanitation and hygiene promotion in our respective countries while maintaining commensurate investments in domestic water supply
 
iii. Invest in  sanitation and hygiene promotion in ways which specifically benefit the poor and the  vulnerable and those with a high incidence of water- and sanitation-related disease as well as those who currently have the most limited access to sanitation and the means of practising hygienic behaviours
 
iv. Plan investments in ways which promote incremental improvements in all needy areas including in the rural and urban contexts
 
v. Enable  the participation of women, children, poor families, civil society as well as the public and private sectors in the planning and implementation of sanitation and hygiene programs so that they can be scaled to be effective and sustainable 
 
vi. Strive to ensure that access to sanitation facilities and the means of practising hygienic behaviours are available in all schools and that sanitation and hygiene are a focus of education in schools and that children communicate those messages into the wider community
 
vii. Provide strong leadership through Ministries and local governments responsible for finance and planning so that budgetary priorities are linked to workable practical action plans with clear lines of responsibility between and amongst the various concerned Ministries and local governments
 
viii. Strengthen regional cooperation between and amongst our countries to facilitate sharing of knowledge to expedite change 
 
ix. Create a regional platform for cooperation in sanitation and hygiene which would include an East Asia Ministerial Conference on Sanitation and Hygiene to be held in the region provisionally at two-yearly intervals and would build on existing fora and which would facilitate cooperation among East Asian countries as well as  between our region and other regions of the world 
 
x. Play an active role in all the relevant activities and aspects of the International Year of Sanitation.
 
3. We further call on
 
i. Development banks, donors and other governments to support our efforts and provide financial and technical assistance for sanitation and hygiene promotion in East Asia at a level that is commensurate with the challenges ahead
 
ii. The Asia Pacific Water Forum (APWF), to recognize EASAN 2007 and its follow-up as an integral part of the APWF process, to recognize this Declaration and to provide practical support in operationalising these commitments
 
iii. The G8 and other intergovernmental groups to recognize the importance of sanitation, hygiene and water for global health, for their close interaction with climate change and for the economic and social benefits that they bring
 
iv. Other regional fora  including the Regional Forum on Environment and Health and the South East Asia Water Forum to also recognize and support this Declaration and assist in converting these commitments into actions
 
 
 
 
	Signatures:  
v. Regional and national actors to make use of the opportunities provided by the UN International Year of Sanitation 2008 to maintain and improve efforts in sanitation and hygiene
 
vi. Relevant Ministries to take strong leadership and to create the necessary environment for effective national sanitation and hygiene programs.
 
And in recognition of this we make this declaration on the 1st of December, 2007.
 
 
 
 
Haji Brahim Bin Haji Ismail
Permanent Secretary Administration and Finance, Brunei Darussalam
 
Lu Lay Sreng
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Rural Development, Cambodia
 
Bai Huqun
Vice Director General, Ministry of Health, P.R. China
 
Wan Alkadri
Director for Environmental Health, Ministry of Health, Indonesia
 
Ponmek Dalaloy
Minister, Ministry of Health, Lao PDR 
 
Lim Keng Yaik
Minister, Ministry of Energy, Water and Communications, Malaysia
 
Shagdar Sonomdagva
Adviser to the Minister, Ministry of Construction and Urban Development, Mongolia
 
San Shway Wynn
Deputy Director General, Department of Health, Myanmar
 
Belma Cabilao
Member, House of Representatives, Philippines
 
Wah Yuen Long
Director, Public Utilities Board, Singapore
 
Narongsakdi Aungkasuvapala
Director General, Department of Health, Thailand
 
Madalena Soares
Vice Minister, Ministry of Health, Timor Leste
 
Nguyen Bich Dat
Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and Investment, Vietnam
 
Observers:
 
UNICEF
UNSGAB
Water and Sanitation Program, the World Bank
World Health Organization


